
ISA CLEVELAND SECTION NOVEMBER PROGRAM 
Wednesday, November 13, 2024 
1 PDH will be provided 
 
Topic:  Soft Starting Of Large Electrical Motors 
 What is It? Why is It Important? How is It Controlled? 
Speaker: Don Brown, NASA Glenn Research Center 
 
About the Topic: 
The method of how we “soft start” large electrical motors is becoming much more important in the 
current era of interconnected power grids. In this presentation the methods used to “soft start” large AC 
motors shall be discussed, as well as the standards that regulate how these starting methods are 
accomplished. The importance of “soft starting” large ac motors shall be discussed as well as methods to 
monitor these starts.  
 
About the Speaker: 
Don Brown is lifelong resident of northeastern Ohio, and graduated from Fenn College of Engineering of 
the Cleveland State University BEE class of 85. Don is also a registered engineer (PE) in the state of Ohio. 
He has worked at Cleveland Machine Controls and United States Steel Lorain Works prior to working at 
the NASA Glenn Research Center for the past 36 years in the Facilities Division. He is currently the 
Electrical System Manager responsible for the Large Electrical Motors, and associated motor control 
systems, and emergency and backup power supply systems including UPS systems, Generators, and 
Telephone Power Supply equipment. He is also responsible for managing the Variable Frequency Power 
system located in the Glenn Research Center Engine Research Building. As a system manager Mr. Brown 
spearheaded numerous projects to implement motor starting systems, solid state excitation systems, 
automate the variable frequency power system, monitor and control the Power demand via automatic 
power factor controls to aid with overall Glenn Research Power demands while supporting the research 
customers. Don is actively involved in both the ISA and EASA Cleveland section.   
 
Agenda   
Social: 5:30 – 6:00 PM  
Welcome: 6:00 – 6:05 PM  
Dinner: 6:05 – 7:00 PM  
Program: 7:00 – 8:00 PM  
 
Location:  
Tavolo 72 and Microsoft Teams Tavolo 72 is located in the lower level of the Crowne Plaza Hotel 7230 
Engle Road Middleburg Heights, 44130.  
Phone 440-243-4040  
 
Dinner Cost:  Individual Checks from Menu. Menu: Chicken, Vegetarian, Fish or Other with Soup or Salad  
 
Meeting Recording:  
For archival purposes, this program may be recorded and be made available for later viewing.  
 
Reservations:  
Please register no later than Monday, November 11, 2024, 5:00 PM 
Late reservations please call Jim Valli at 440.668.6165 and leave a call back number. 


